
A view toward the future



Northwest Hanover: 
• River access & shoreland protection
• Links from river to upland habitats
• Trail connections
• Stream corridors and wetlands for  
 flood security and erosion control

Remote Hanover: 
• High elevation habitat for climate  
 change resilience
• Large blocks of connected forest
• Headwater streams & wetlands for habitat
• Trail connections 
• Scenic backdrop

In-town Hanover: 
• Neighborhood recreation 
• Links from river to upland habitats
• River access
• Green spaces 
• Native American sites

Rural Hanover: 
• Historic rural landscapes & views
• Stream corridors & wetlands
• Open fields & grassland habitat
• Links from river to remote habitats
• Trail connections & scenic backdrop

VISION 2020 u LAND CONSERVATION

Protecting land and waters from the slopes of Moose Mountain to the shores of the Connecticut River  
will ensure that we still have places to hike, bike, boat, fish, hunt, and see wildlife in Hanover, or just  
enjoy the quiet and peace of nature. 

u	Conservation Goals – Protect Hanover’s quality of life and natural defenses for clean 
water, flood security, and climate change resilience. Focus on clean streams and rivers, room 
for wildlife to roam, our town’s distinctive heritage, scenic rural views, and healthy outdoor 
recreation. Preserve places where children can safely play and experience nature. 

u	Conservation Priorities – Protect land and waters in Hanover by acquiring conservation 
easements or through ownership, guided by conservation priorities selected for each region of 
town. Pair GIS technology with close knowledge of the community to support careful decisions. 

u	Partner – Serve as facilitator, public educator, and consensus-builder, supporting projects 
by partner organizations both within our town and its neighbors that will protect conservation 
values in Hanover Conservancy priority areas. 

A view toward the future

 e are Hanover’s   
 independent private 
conservation organization. 
Here we share our hopes 
and vision for how the 
Hanover Conservancy can 
best contribute to the future 
of our community.  We know 
that conserving our land, 
water, and wildlife protects 
both our own health and  
the place we love. 

W VISION 2020  u COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

A wise and enlightened public carries a conservation ethic born from exposure  
to the woods and wilds. 

u	Trips & Programs – Promote a conservation ethic and stimulate interest 
in Hanover’s natural environment by offering accessible indoor and 
outdoor experiences for a variety of audiences. Create maps and other  
take-home materials to amplify programs’ value.

u	Community Heritage – Strengthen the community’s sense of place and 
grasp of the relationship between its cultural heritage and its natural 
environment.

u	Young Conservationists – Award an 
environmental studies scholarship 
to deserving high school students; 
provide ways for young families, 
Scouts, and Youth in Action to 
participate with the Conservancy.  

u	Science Translation – Make 
scientific research findings on 
Hanover lands, especially HC 
properties, accessible to the public. 

u	Technology – Use new tools to 
reach fresh audiences. Exploring Mink Brook



VISION 2020  u ADVOCACY

As a conservation organization focused on a single  
community, we know it well.  

u	Conservation Planning & Funding – Serve as an 
independent advocate for conservation-oriented public 
policy, including support for local conservation planning 
and funding. Advocate for opening the Trescott Company 
lands to public recreation.

VISION 2020 u LAND STEWARDSHIP

Our protected lands offer hundreds of acres to explore and  
enjoy the simple pleasure of being outdoors. 

u	A Healthy Community – Invite the 
public to enjoy our lands and trails 
and to help care for them. Inspire 
and support stewardship committees 
for our lands and communicate 
with neighbors. Engage and train 
volunteers to teach land management skills and build a 
conservation ethic while caring for our lands. 

u	Land Management – Maintain up-to-date land management 
plans, grounded in ecological principles, for properties 
we own. Monitor our easements annually. Use our lands to 
demonstrate responsible management techniques to inspire 
such care on private, non-conserved lands. Ensure adequate 
stewardship funds allow us to care for each Conservancy 
property.

u	Research Sites – Engage Dartmouth, Hanover High School, 
and others to use our properties as research sites, where 
appropriate, and share findings with the public. 

VISION 2020  u FOR OUR ORGANIZATION

We must ensure that we have the capacity to fulfill our  
mission and support our community.

u	Sustainability – Achieve long-term stability by 
strengthening current income streams and developing  
new sources of support for operations, land acquisition, 
land stewardship, and endowment.

u	Board – Invest in an active, working board of engaged 
community volunteers by focusing on board education  
and leadership succession. 

u	Staff – Maintain a full time executive director and  
add part-time staff to assist with stewardship and outreach.

u	Governance – Ensure compliance 
with the Land Trust Alliance’s 
Standards and Practices as  
appropriate to the scale of our 
organization. 

u	Information – Serve as a clearinghouse for issues  
relevant to our mission; help citizens understand 
questions of land use, conservation, and development. 
Participate on a local, regional, state, and federal level  
as appropriate, given staff and board capacity.  

u	Community Partners – Support the Hanover  
Conservation Commission and maintain communication 
with Town staff and boards, landowners, and other 
partners. 

16 Buck Road, Hanover, NH 03755 
(603) 643-3433
www.hanoverconservancy.org 
 


