
T he 113-acre Greensboro Ridge   
 Natural Area, in the Mink Brook 
watershed, is part of a large contiguous forest 
community reaching from Greensboro to  
Trescott Roads. The Natural Area provides 
hiking trails forming an hour-long loop with 
links to a neighborhood trail network and to the 
Appalachian Trail (AT) near Velvet Rocks.  
The property’s northern boundary abuts the  
AT corridor, and the AT dips onto the Natural 
Area for a short distance. 

 Years ago, this land was used for grazing 
sheep and as the forest returned, it became a 
woodlot. Stone walls run along the east side and 
a sharp eye will spot remnants of barbed wire 
fencing, rock piles, and old logging roads. After 
a housing development was proposed for this 
entire forested hillside, the Hanover Conservancy 
and Town worked with the developer to cluster 
homes close to the road and conserve the 
remaining acreage. The Conservancy acquired the 
land in 2008, protecting valuable wildlife habitat, 
a scenic backdrop, and a wonderful natural area 
with trails for the new Velvet Rocks and Silent 
Brook neighborhoods and the greater community 
to enjoy. Several ferny openings remain  
as reminders of intended house 
sites, and the Conservancy 
plans to keep them open as 
wildlife habitat. The Town  
of Hanover holds a 
conservation easement  
on the land. 

This Natural Area is managed by the Hanover 
Conservancy’s Greensboro Ridge Stewardship 
Committee in partnership with the Town of Hanover 
Conservation Commission. We welcome neighbors  
and other volunteers to help monitor and care for  
trails, plan community activities, and help with  
habitat improvement projects. If you would like to 
participate, please contact us. 

The Hanover Conservancy is a private, non-profit 
membership organization dedicated to the conservation  
of land and water in our community. Your support keeps 
our natural areas open for all to enjoy, and allows us to 
offer guided trips here and elsewhere in Hanover. Please 
consider becoming a member. 
 

Hanover Conservancy 
16 Buck Road 
Hanover, NH 03755
(603) 643-3433

www.hanoverconservancy.org
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June, 2013. Photo credits: Black and White Warbler: Cindy Crawford;  
Fisher: Sierra Forest Legacy; all other photos Hanover Conservancy staff
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The Trails

Trails vary from easy to moderately steep terrain and from  
650 to1090 feet in elevation. The main trailhead and parking are 
located at the end of Velvet Rocks Drive off Greensboro Road, 
0.4 miles east of the Route 120 intersection. 

l	Oli’s Eagle Trail (0.5 mi.; elevation gain: 350’, blazed in 
light blue, foot travel only) – built by Oli Simpson for his 
Eagle Scout project with guidance from the town Trails 
Committee. The moderately steep, often narrow trail begins 
at the top of Velvet Rocks Drive and runs north among  
rocky ledges to the Appalachian Trail. 

l	Silent Brook Trail (0.4 mi.; elevation gain: 100’, foot and 
bicycle travel) – connects the Velvet Rocks and Silent Brook 
communities.The trail crosses one steep-banked ravine, but 
otherwise is relatively flat and wide. Two wooden bridges 
cross small brooks. Some spots are often wet.

l	Greensboro Highlands Trail (0.6 mi.; elevation gain: 300’, 
blazed in light orange, foot travel only) – built by Hanover 
Conservancy volunteers in 2012. The moderately steep trail 
runs north from the Silent Brook Trail to meet Oli’s Eagle Trail 
a short distance below the AT junction. The trail is rocky in 
some sections, crosses ledgy steps, and traverses a seasonal 
stream.

l	Appalachian Trail (blazed in white, foot travel only) – 
crosses the north part of the Natural Area. From the junction 
with Oli’s Eagle Trail, it is 1.1 mi. southbound to Velvet 
Rocks Shelter and 1.6 mi. northbound to Trescott Road. 

Greensboro Ridge Natural Area Guidelines

• Foot travel only, except for the Silent Brook Trail  
where mountain bikes are welcome.

• Leave wildflowers and wildlife undisturbed.  
Please do not peel bark from trees.

• Please carry out your own trash. 
• No camping or fires.
• No horseback riding or motorized vehicles.
• The Natural Area is open for hunting north of the  

Silent Brook Trail; please dress appropriately in season. 

Pets: Please pick up after your pet and keep it under control, 
for its own safety and to protect wildlife: porcupines make their 
home here. Please do not allow your pet to enter vernal pools.

Natural Features: What to Look For

Geology:  The Ridge is part of the Lebanon Dome, one of a 
series of granitic domes that form many hilltops just east of the 
Connecticut River. Glaciers later plucked the surface, leaving 
outcrops and ridges that run through the Natural Area in a  
north-south direction. Some of these leaning, mossy ledges  
are quite dramatic. Look for a vein of quartz in a large outcrop  
on the Greensboro Highlands Trail. 
Wetland Habitats:  The rich variety of wetlands includes  
several seasonal streams and an unusual seepage swamp on  
the west side that features red maple, black ash, and swamp 
saxifrage. Vernal pools, the springtime sanctuary of salamanders, 
frogs, and other amphibians, are common here. On the north 
side is a narrow hybrid bog/fen in a steep-sloped basin. 
Forests:  Dense softwood forest (hemlock, fir, and white pine) 
covers 42% of the Natural Area, offering valuable shelter for deer 
in winter. Northern hardwood forest (ash, birch, maple, oak, 
aspen, and beech) covers 15%, with scattered cherry, ironwood, 
hornbeam, and basswood. Many mature trees show signs of 
bears visiting in search of beech nuts and acorns. Mixed-wood 
stands cover the rest, except for a few openings. 
Mammals:  Greensboro Ridge offers prime habitat for  
porcupines, and rock overhangs provide good wintering dens. 
This fact does not escape the porky’s prime predator, the fisher, 
whose tracks can often be seen in snowy openings. Bear and 
red fox also den here, and deer are common. Mink and raccoon 
frequent the small streams, and bobcat and coyote travel through 
the area. Other small mammals include red and gray squirrels, 
bats, voles, moles, shrews, and mice. 
Birds:  Hawks, owls, grouse, turkey, woodpeckers, many  
warblers, and a variety of other forest-dwelling birds reside  
year round or use the Natural Area during migration. 
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Directions:
From the stoplight at the intersection of Route 120  
and Greensboro Road, turn east onto Greensboro Road.  
After 0.4 miles, turn left on Velvet Rocks Drive and  
proceed to end for main trailhead and parking.

Map Data Sources:  Contours: digitized from DRGs from NH GRANIT; 
Roads: NH GRANIT, edited; Water features: NH GRANIT and Watershed 
to Wildlife report; Trails: GPS data acquired Oct-Nov, 2008 and Jun, 2012; 
Property boundaries: deed and survey. Map compiled for the Hanover 
Conservancy by Stonehouse Mtn Mapping.


