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HANOVER
(ONSERVANCY

Protecting land & water
i our community

A TRADITION OF STEWARDSHIP

fyou like the way Hanover looks, with its rural

feel and easy access to public green space, then

you can thank the Hanover Conservancy. As

the oldest local land trust in New Hampshire,
founded in 1961, it has a long history of stewardship
that remains strong, creating the Hanover we see
today.

For the past 57 years, the Hanover Conservancy’s
(HC) mission has been twofold: to protect land and
water in the Hanover community and to nurture a
love for the natural world. Since its beginning, it has
influenced the future of more than 2,000 acres of land
in the Upper Valley, including in Lyme, Norwich,
Plainfield, and Grafton, focusing on Hanover for the
last quarter century. HC currently owns and manages
five major natural areas in Hanover and holds protec-
tive conservation easements on over 550 more acres
owned by others.

From left: Hiking the historic Wolfeboro Road in the
Trescott Water Supply Lands. Hanover Conservancy
Program Coordinator Courtney Dragiff documents wetland
plants at the conserved Shumway Forest. Dramatic log
bridge links trails at the Mink Brook Nature Preserve.
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Kristine McDevitt, president of the board, says,
“When they think of the Conservancy, many people
think of land protection, but we’ve also been hard at
work introducing people to the various open spaces
in Hanover.”

BEGINNINGS AND A VISION

Back in 1961, the Conservancy was started (as the
Hanover Conservation Council) by five dedicated
souls who wanted to make sure that Hanover was a
beautiful and healthy place to live for generations to
come. Executive Director Adair Mulligan explains,
“Our founders realized that Hanover wouldn’t look
like a place we would want to live in the future if
they didn’t do something then. Because of their early

FIND HERE IN HANOVER AT WWW.HEREINHANOVER.COM

efforts, we have a healthier community today. That’s
our job going forward—to help ensure Hanover re-
mains a great place to live now and in the future.”

The Hanover Conservancy is an independent, non-
profit membership organization, not affiliated with
the town of Hanover or The Nature Conservancy.
Since its inception, however, the group has often
partnered with the town to ensure that many special
places (Tanzi Tract, South Esker, and parts of Balch
Hill among others) are now town-owned.

Science, particularly climate change, is key as the
organization looks forward with its Vision 2020 stra-
tegic plan, explains Adair. The Conservancy’s active
land conservation program follows a detailed focus
for each part of town since it varies in character

“We work to protect wildlife habitat connections and water quality, as well as to
mitigate the harm that can occur, for example, from flooding and erosion.”




Opposite, from left: Exploring a grotto at the Greensboro Ridge
Natural Area. President Kristine McDevitt and former board

member Sandy Chivers help clear the trail to the Conservancy’s
Tunis Brook Mill Lot.

This page, clockwise from top left: (two small photos) Kids
discover vernal pool dwellers at the Greensboro Ridge Natural
Area. Exploring the Mink Brook Nature Preserve, which was
slated to become a 30+ lot subdivision before it was protected
in 1999. Forest geographer Laura Conkey leads a Conservancy
group to a cellar hole in the Trescott Water Supply Lands.

FALL 2018 — HERE IN HANOVER




60

WE WANT YOUR CALL TODAY TO WE'RE MAKIN
HAIR TO SHINE BOOK YOUR WAVES
JUST LIKE ¥YOu GLOSSING 34 SOUTH MAIN
TREATMENT
G03.643.1244

The
BEST PIZZA

5T

i Town V] ase

oﬁf'nce 19??! PIZZA ¢ GRILL

603-448-2772 | 603-448-1000

Lebanon NH(Downtown)

.LL0Mm

village-pizza-grill
— .

Off Exit 18 on I-89

FIND HERE IN HANOVER AT WWW.HEREINHANOVER.COM

—— |

Celebrating protection of

the MilliPond Forest on

Moose Mountain are (from
left) owners Kay and Peter
Shumway, former HC president
Nancy Collier} Executive
Director AdaigiMulligan,

and owners Elisha and Anne
Huggins. Inset!‘iTraiIhead sign.

from the Connecticut River to Moose
Mountain.

“Our goal is to strengthen resilience
to the many effects of climate change,
and that drives our conservation
work,” she explains. “We work to pro-
tect wildlife habitat connections and
water quality, as well as to mitigate
the harm that can occur, for example,
from flooding and erosion.”

The quiet yet essential role that
Dartmouth College has played in
conservation over the years can’t be
overlooked. All five founders were
associated with the college, and it
was the major donor behind protect-
ing the 112-acre Mink Brook Nature
Preserve.

“The second focus of our mis-
sion,” says Kristine, “is getting people
outside and understanding the possi-
bilities that conservation lands offer.
Whether it is a 15-minute trail walk
or a multiday camping trip, exploring
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these lands sparks an appreciation
of their importance.” To this end, the
Conservancy and its volunteers de-
vote much effort to caring for trails
and, when needed, restoring natural
habitat on its lands.
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CONSERVED LAND: A
COMMUNITY RESOURCE
Bringing people to natural places
drives HC’s extensive public pro-
gramming. Program Coordinator
Courtney Dragiff explains, “You can’t
love what you don’t know, so our
events, trips, and school programs

are aimed at introducing everyone we C C MDlm
can to the incredible trails, streams, \ LEAR\_HOICE

and wildlife in Hanover. Conserved 2 \l\ URGENT CARE

land is a community resource, and TJ _

Hanover’s beautiful landscapes, fresh |_.' | Your time is valuable.

air, and clean water are likely part of ). 3 ll4 } Don’t waste it sitting

the reason you choose to live here.” fH in a waiting room.
Adair adds, “The heritage of our

town is rich, and I want people to 410 MiradaMilﬂ l Lebanon, NH I 603.276.3260
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scientists. Others conduct research
on our land.” Events and outdoor
trips are planned year-round by the
volunteer Community Engagement
Committee. These are free and open —
to the public.

For busy people who can’t make a
guided trip, the group offers down-
loadable “Hanover Hikes of the
Month” with detailed directions al-
lowing hikers to choose their own
adventure on their own time. The
annual Hanover Trails Challenge, a
summer trail treasure hunt organized
together with the town Parks and Rec
Department and sponsored by local

Exceptional Carpet, Upk
Tile & Grout Cleani

businesses, is a great option for fami- : _
lies. New in the last year is Wednesday Contact Us for your FREE CONSULTATION so can rest too!
Wanders, an experiential outdoor 603- MB'EUU 5 - elite-cleaning@comcast.nat

after-school program for third to fifth
graders. Upcoming fall trips in the
works are a guided mindfulness walk
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along Mink Brook, a leisurely paddle
trip on the Connecticut, AT Family
Hiking Day with Hanover Parks &
Rec, and a celebration of the 10th
anniversary of Greensboro Ridge
Natural Area’s conservation.

PARTNERSHIPS FOR THE
COMMON GOOD

People make the HC, says Kristine.
“We have wonderfully active board
members who care about the Upper
Valley, not just Hanover. Our vol-
unteers include nearly 100 people
from all walks of life. We are not
part of town government, nor do we
have a line item in their budget that
supports our work, so we rely on
membership, donations, and grants
to accomplish our mission. We
couldn’t do it without great com-
munity support.”

Other organizations make HC’s
mission possible as well. “The
Town’s Conservation Commission
has been a great longtime partner.
Its trails committee has worked
with us to clear and maintain trails
and add footbridges so people can
easily access them. Our success
is due to partnerships with other
entities that care about the area,
including the Upper Valley Trails
Alliance, the Upper Valley Land
Trust, and Dartmouth College.”

“We are proud of our long tradi-
tion of stewardship,” says Adair.
“We are here for our community for
the long term. As a one-town land
trust, we know it deeply and well.
We know the neighbors, how the
land and waters behave in storms,
what wildlife thrives here. We hope
that the community knows us as
well, supports us, and, most impor-
tantly, gets to know and enjoy these
lands that we protect for future
generations.” @

ONLINE EXTRA

Find local statistics and a timeline of
important dates in the Conservancy’s
history at www.hereinhanover.com.



