
A Piece of 

History  
on Greensboro Road 

Once a 380-acre farm straddling 

Greensboro Road, the current 

Leavitt family property has a 

vivid history. Architectural 

historian Jay Barrett provides 

insights about this iconic place.  

The scale, massing, and 

coloration of the brick house 

and the honest simplicity of the 

two outbuildings, sitting above 

the road, is very pleasing. The steeply wooded hillside provides a timeless backdrop that has changed very 

little since the late 19th century. This, combined with the open meadow lands across the road, makes for a 

welcome counterpoint to the more recent development in this part of Hanover. 

 

Historic maps show that 

in 1855, this was the 

home farm of one S. 

Tenney, centered on the 

house and five out-

buildings, with sheds and 

a large barn to shelter 

livestock and their feed. 

By 1892, Mrs. H. P. 

Mack lived here. Soon 

after, it became the 

LaBombard Farm (see 

photos).  

 

The farmhouse was 

likely constructed circa 

1830 in the Greek 

Revival style of 

architecture that was 

popular from about 1825-1860.  Subtle features of this style are the gable facing the road and a small 

triangular pseudo-pediment of brick work high above the later porch. The brick undoubtedly was locally 

made with wood-fired, molded local clay, giving it the lovely salmon color that New England brick is so 

noted for.  And as was typical of the day, the foundation wall is of quarry dressed granite slabs on the exposed 

portion. 

C. 1900 view of the LaBombard farmhouse from the meadow across the road 



The three brick chimneys look 

to be original. The roof edge 

cornice is nicely done and 

typical of the period. Along the 

eaves is a finely proportioned 

Grecian ovolo molding where 

the soffit meets the brick. The 

full length shed dormers are 

20th century modifications, 

perhaps c. 1930. Although the 

wooden front porch is clearly 

not original to the house, it is a 

nice addition. Probably of 

1920’s construction, in the 

craftsman or “Bungalow Style,” 

it features prominent square 

columns with sloped sides. In 

the past, a small one story wood 

framed el and porch extended 

at the rear.  

 

Originally, the house probably had 6-over-6 double-hung windows. The frame of the front door and 

sidelights appear original, with replacement glass in the sidelights. The front door may well be original 

although altered with addition of a window. At the rear is a single window with early sash, perhaps original 

or maybe even older. Also in the rear is a later Queen Anne style piece of fixed sash with colored glass. 

Inside, some of the original six-panel doors and trim remain. The trim is well done, including square upper 

plinth blocks. A nice period stair newel post and rail survive, along with several fireplaces.  

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Note: A farm like this thrived on the natural resources it could command. While the bony slopes behind 

the house offered little hope for crops, they provided wood for construction, fencing, and heating, plentiful 

clear water for drinking and watering livestock, venison, and perhaps pasture for sheep in the 19
th
 century. 

Across the way, Mink Brook had delivered fine, rich soils over thousands of years to create productive 

farmland underlain by agricultural soils as good as any in the country. The brook itself offered trout for 

the supper table and probably also a good source of ice for cooling milk and other foodstuffs.  

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Sources: 
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John and Isabelle (far R) LaBombard with their dog at their home, c. 1900. 

Their visitor is Mrs. Sarah LaBombard (c ). Note rear shed and lawn swing.  


