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1855
In 1855, Moose 
Mountain was the 
backdrop to a sparsely 
settled neighborhood 
in the folds of the 
landscape. There were 
two houses on Old 
Dana Road but no 
buildings on the 
mountainside, which 
had been partly 
cleared for sheep 
pasturage. 
At the time, there were 
11,000 sheep in 
Hanover and 2,600 
residents. 



This image of the Trescott lands c. 1892 gives an idea of how the slopes of 
Moose Mountain may have looked at that time. 





1892

By 1892, the Dana family had arrived on Old 
Dana Road. Both sheep and cattle were being 
pastured on the slopes of Moose Mountain, 
but there were no buildings there yet.



Mill 
Pond

Lodge

This LiDAR image 
shows the terrain 
that became the ski 
slopes. Pink lines 
indicate stone walls.



Why is the Hanover Conservancy interested in history? 
Because human history is inevitably reflects the natural environment 

– the stage on which it unfolds.  This came full circle on Moose Mountain. 



Building Moose Mountain Lodge
1937-1938

In 1934, the first ski rope tow in the nation was built at Suicide Six across the 
river in Woodstock, Vermont, and suddenly vertical drop was a land asset, not a 
liability! It wasn’t long before the Leslie twins bought land from the Dana family 

and started to build Moose Mountain Lodge as a skiing destination. 



Julian B. Leslie and 
his twin brother 
built the lodge. One 
of them was a 
Dartmouth student.



Bill Robes & one 
of the Leslie twins



Elmer Dana



















































1938 Hurricane
While the lodge was under construction, a hurricane 
struck the region in September, 1938, ripping off the 

newly built porch. A map made 2 months later by 
foresters working for the State of NH shows areas 

where the forest had been blown down. 
Nevertheless, the lodge builders persisted! 



White Pine Blister Rust map, Nov. 1938
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